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The Graves of the Victims of the 
Guadalupe Canyon Massacre !

Mike Eberhardt !
The Discovery of the Graves of Richard “Dixie 

Lee” Gray, Outlaw Jim Crane and 
Rancher Billy Lang !

While no single biographical work has ever 
been written about my great great uncle Michael 
“Colonel Mike” Gray, there is a significant body 
of written materials about various aspects of his 
life.  It was my discovery in 2007 of one of those 
writings, the memoirs of John Plesent Gray, that 
led me to begin the search for information relating 
to the most tragic aspect of Gray family life in and 
around Tombstone in the 1880s - the murder of 
Mike’s 19 year old son, Richard “Dixie Lee” Gray, 
during the Guadalupe Canyon Massacre on August 
13, 1881. Dixie Lee and four other men - Jim 
Crane, Newman “Old Man” Clanton, Billy Lang 
and Charley Snow---were ambushed on that date 
by Mexican Rurales apparently seeking retribution 
for early rustling activity by outlaws along the 
border of New Mexico. There were two survivors. 
My search for Dixie Lee’s grave was most notably 
enabled by clues from John’s memoirs, along with 
some old fashioned detective work, the chance 
meeting with a woman who grew up on the Gray 
Ranch, a recent brush fire, and some simple good 
fortune.   

Before I describe the circumstances that led to 
my discoveries of four graves, let me acknowledge 
the abundance of information - some of it 
unpublished - surrounding Mike Gray’s life in 
Cochise County, Arizona and the bootheel of New 
Mexico from 1879-1896.   Besides John Gray’s 
memoirs which were written in 1940 but 
effectively undiscovered for almost 60 years, the 
most noteworthy materials relating to Mike Gray 
include materials produced by historians Roy 
Young, Ben Traywick and Lynn Bailey, author 
Henry P. Walker, archeologists William Gillespie 
and Mary Ferell, and researcher Ellen Predore. 

John’s memoirs have also been published and 
annotated by two authors, Neil Carmony and Lane 
Rogers.  

Using John’s memoirs as a guide, my various 
trips in recent years to Arizona and Southwestern 
New Mexico resulted in a sound general 
familiarity with Michael Gray as a miner, justice 
of the peace, land speculator, cattle rancher, friend 
to both the law-abiding and the lawless, and above 
all as an exceptional opportunist.   But beyond 
providing me with an overall understanding of 
Mike Gray and his family, John’s memoirs also 
contain the best and only clues concerning the 
grave sites that I sought to discover.  The account 
of one survivor, Billy Byers, as reported in the 
Arizona Weekly Star on September 1, 1881, also 
provided clues as to the actual location of the 
massacre. 

Dixie Lee’s murder occurred shortly after 
Mike Gray, with the assistance of his sons, sought 
to establish their title to thousands of acres in the 
vast rich grasslands in the Animas Valley of 
Southwestern New Mexico. These were 
“acquired” in 1881 when Mike paid the outlaw 
Curly Bill Brocius $300 for his “squatter’s rights” 
to what would become (and still is) a ranch of over 
300,000 acres. It is still referred to as the Gray 
Ranch even though Mike Gray owned it for only 
three years.   This “acquisition” process is simply 
described as one where men like Gray, seeking to 
own cattle ranches in New Mexico, would claim 
or acquire “squatter’s rights” and then perfect title 
through the New Mexico “preemption” laws that 
ultimately provided a right to ownership if the 
acquirer built and maintained a residence on the 
property.   

Some 50 miles from Tombstone, the Gray 
ranch was in hostile territory, with outlaws seeking 
refuge from Arizona camping near the ranch along 
with rustlers from both sides of the border.  While 
Mike Gray and his two sons built the ranch house 
and started their cattle operations in order to 
perfect their legal claim to the Gray Ranch, there 
were frequent trips back and forth to Tombstone 
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where they maintained their original residence on 
Fremont Street.  As John recounts in his memoirs, 
Dixie Lee was about to embark on one of these 
trips back to Tombstone from the ranch when, at 
the admonishment of his family, he was convinced 
to travel south from the Gray ranch house to join 
up with a cattle drive from the Lang ranch headed 
towards Tombstone in order that he not travel 
alone to Tombstone.  This “safety in numbers” 
strategy turned out to be fateful, in light of the 
proximity of Guadalupe Canyon to the dangerous 
Mexican border.  This diversion to the south 
actually took Dixie Lee away from the normal 
route from the Gray Ranch to Tombstone which 
would have been further to the north (and which 
coincidentally was the likely route taken by John a 
couple months later when he stopped for lunch at 
the ranch of the McLaury brothers a short time 
before they were killed at the OK Corral). 

I often re-read John’s graphic account of 
finding Dixie Lee’s body, in part wondering what 
personal agony he must have endured with the 
discovery of his murdered younger brother and 
what anguish Mike suffered as he buried a son still 
in his teens.  After a number of readings, I realized 
that while John had left no explicit explanation as 
to where Dixie Lee was buried, he had left a clue 
and I became determined to pursue it.  In John’s 
words, he explained “we buried the four bodies in 
a little square plot on the top of a nearby knoll 
“after making coffins from the “flooring” - 
presumably flooring from the original Gray ranch 
house. So, the knoll must have been nearby the old 
ranch house site. And the four bodies to which he 
referred were those of Dixie Lee, Crane, Lang and 
Old Man Clanton since John’s memoirs clearly 
state that they buried the fifth victim, Charley 
Snow, where he was found in Guadalupe Canyon 
because the body was in such poor condition, 
having been repeatedly shot by the attackers. 

In 2009 the search for Dixie Lee’s grave 
began in earnest.  Public access to the Gray Ranch 
is not available.  It was purchased in 1990 by the 
Nature Conservancy and then subsequently 

conveyed to a private foundation which has sought 
to restore the now depleted grasslands of the 
original ranch.  The Nature Conservancy purchase 
price of $18 million stands in stark contrast to the 
$300 paid by Mike Gray to Curly Bill in 1881, or 
the $12,000 paid to Mike Gray in 1884 when he 
sold the ranch to the Hearst family - with whom 
Mike was acquainted from his days in Northern 
California before coming to Tombstone.  Despite 
the restrictive access appropriately in place by the 
current owners of the ranch as they seek to re-
establish native grasslands, my request to visit the 
Gray Ranch with my brother Eric was granted - 
solely because of our relationship to Mike Gray.  I 
am most grateful to the current owners for 
granting access on that initial visit and two 
subsequent ones.  

On that initial visit to the Gray Ranch, my 
brother and I were not allowed to roam alone 
across the thousands of acres on the ranch with its 
vast valleys and the picturesque mountain ranges 
that frame those valleys.  Even today, with its rich 
grasslands and springs largely gone, one can 
appreciate what Mike Gray and his sons 
discovered in 1880. For our initial visit, we were 
fortuitously escorted by the ranch’s head of 
security.  Not your typical security chief, she was 
an armed woman in her 60s whose father had been 
ranch foreman at the Gray Ranch for many years, 
and her two sons still drove cattle on the ranch in 
recent years.  Her weathered toughness was 
tempered with a genuine friendliness and deep 
reverence for the Gray Ranch.  Among other 
security duties she served as an unofficial 
extension of the Border Patrol agents who 
routinely scoured the Gray Ranch and the other 
properties to the south where frequent illegal 
border crossings occurred.  It quickly became 
apparent to me and my brother that our escort for 
the day was not only intimately familiar with the 
Gray Ranch but an entertaining and willing source 
of both fact and lore - but mostly fact. 

As we drove for hours around the ranch 
soaking in its vastness, I clearly had in mind 
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John’s description of burying Dixie Lee on a knoll 
near the old ranch house.  A few hours into 
journey around the ranch, with the three of us 
squeezed into the front seat of her pickup with a 
rifle at her feet, I casually inquired if she knew the 
exact location of the original ranch house.  She 
said nothing of that structure still existed but a 
portion of what she understood was an adjacent 
outbuilding did still stand.  We asked to go there 
and upon arrival and inspection of the remnants, 
my brother and I scanned the surrounding area and 
observed a number of knolls since the immediate 
area is particularly hilly.  Since our escort had 
literally grown up on the ranch, it seemed worth 
asking, albeit a long shot, whether she knew of 
any graves in the area on a knoll.  Remarkably, she 
said that she did!   She commented that while 
growing up on the ranch, she had seen some 
graves but had no idea who was buried there.  I 
told her of John’s description of the burial site on a 
knoll and we began traversing the nearby knolls 
one by one - she remembered that the graves were 
nearby but not certain of the particular knoll.  Our 
anxiety grew as we covered one knoll after 
another and, while I had not totally despaired, I 
was becoming skeptical that any grave markers 
would still be visible.  Undeterred we trudged on - 
and finally there they were.  One obviously larger 
grave marker made of a mortar type material with 
a hollowed out core for what served as an apparent 
holder of a wooden cross - only the weathered 
remnants of which remained.  Nearby were two 
small crosses in the ground made of the same 
mortar-like material.  This had to be the grave 
Dixie Lee, and those of Jim Crane and Billy Lang.    

Only on a later trip back to the grave site 
when I placed a granite stone marker did we 
observe one other circumstance of note.  From 
John’s memoirs, I knew that four bodies had 
originally been buried in the makeshift coffins on 
the knoll, but that one of them - that of Old Man 
Clanton- had been dug up several months later by 
the Clanton family and removed to Tombstone’s 
Boot Hill where it remains to this day.  

Unfortunately, my brother had passed away after 
our first trip when the graves were discovered, but 
on the subsequent trip I was accompanied by my 
good friend, Art Hobbs, who assisted me in taking 
the granite marker to the site.  Art noticed an 
obvious depression in the otherwise smooth 
ground near the original mortar grave markers - 
and that depression was about the width and 
length of a coffin.   The site of Old Man Clanton’s 
original grave?  A very good chance. !

!  
The author at the Gray Ranch graves 

!  
One of the two original markers !
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!  
The new marker placed by the author !

Charley Snow’s Grave In Guadalupe Canyon 
While the family mystery of where Dixie Lee 

was buried was solved - and evidence of the 
graves of Crane and Lang likely established, I 
began to wonder about the grave of Charley Snow, 
the fifth murder victim of the Guadalupe Canyon 
Massacre whose body was so badly riddled with 
bullets that John Gray decided to bury Charley 
where they found his body in the Canyon.  

Over the years, there have been differing 
speculations as to the exact site of the massacre - 
with only two written contemporaneous accounts 
about the event - those of John Gray and Billy 
Byers - and neither identified an exact location in 
the Canyon. Guadalupe Canyon is now home to a 
single ranch - several others having been 
subsumed over the years into ownership by a 
single family - and this ranch in Guadalupe 
Canyon, like the Gray Ranch, has no public 
access.  In my communications with the owners in 
recent years, it was clear that they had developed 
an understanding as to the location of the massacre 
site, in large part based on the accounts passed 
down by the McDonald family whose members 
had lived in the area well back into the late 1800s 
and early 1900s.  The McDonald family in-
formation was purportedly de-rived from a family 
member discussion with the driver of the wagon 
that went to Guadalupe Canyon to pick up the 
bodies - in fact, John’s memoirs specifically refer 
to a wagon being driven from the Gray Ranch to 
the massacre site.  That information, from the 

wagon driver to the McDonalds, placed the 
massacre site at a place in the Canyon 
subsequently marked by an old schoolhouse site 
and near an old gate and corral that still stand, and 
near a stream that would have been a natural 
overnight site for a cattle drive. 

Armed with this information, and Byers’ 
reference to three nearby low hills, I requested 
access to the site, primarily thinking that I might 
be able to identify where Dixie Lee had been shot.  
Locating Charley Snow’s grave some 132 years 
later seemed remote until a remark was made by 
the ranch owner a few months before he granted 
me, along with Art Hobbs, permission to enter the 
Canyon.  He somewhat matter-of-factly mentioned 
that there had been a brush fire a couple years 
earlier - near what they had believed was the 
massacre site - and the fire had uncovered what 
appeared to be a grave. While the ranch owner 
was aware with the general history of the 
massacre, he was not familiar with John Gray’s 
account describing that Charley Snow was buried 
where his body was found - so the potential 
significance of the grave he had discovered had 
not been apparent until I mentioned John’s 
account.   Now arrangements for the trip to 
Guadalupe Canyon took on even greater 
importance - I might not only be able to stand 
where Dixie Lee and the others were ambushed, 
but the discovery of the exact location of Charley 
Snow’s grave became more than a remote 
possibility.  

In 1881, and for decades thereafter, 
Guadalupe Canyon was largely open range, not 
unlike the Gray Ranch just to the north.  But 
unlike the Gray Ranch which still has vast areas of 
open grassland areas, much of the Guadalupe 
Canyon grazing areas have become overgrown 
with an assortment of trees and brush.  Our entry 
into Guadalupe Canyon, over what must have 
been the original path of any cattle drive in or out 
of the canyon, was over rugged terrain, marked on 
each side with interesting rock formations and 
along an old creek bed.  Our escorts took us to the 
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fence and corral that earmarked the location 
passed down in the McDonald family accounts, 
and it was easy to see the higher vantage points in 
the sloping hills near that site where the Rurales 
likely laid in ambush. These appeared to be the 
hills describe by Byers.  Not far away was a pile 
of rocks that had been carefully arranged in a 
configuration that would match that of a likely 
grave.  Some rusted metal materials (perhaps an 
old enclosure) lie under a portion of the rocks.  
This seemed to be the likely site of Charley 
Snow’s burial. !

!  
Site of what is believed to be the grave of 

Charley Snow !

!  
The author and Art Hobbs at Snow grave 

!  
The area surrounding the Snow grave !!

Conclusion 
The search for the graves of the Guadalupe 

Canyon Massacre victims has been challenging 
and rewarding.  Perhaps more challenging is the 
analysis as to whether Mike Gray, as one author 
has speculated, was the “secret leader of the 
Cowboys.”  I have examined Mike Gray’s 
relationship with several outlaws, men like Jim 
Crane, Curly Bill Brocius and Billy Leonard.  
Those relationships, particularly in 1880-1881, are 
quite interesting. My observations and conclusions 
are contained in a document that I have prepared 
primarily for family consumption but am glad to 
share with others.  That document also contains a 
bibliography of various written materials relating 
to Mike Gray’s life, including two very well 
written unpublished research documents.  I can be 
contacted at mikeceber@sbcglobal.net. !!!!!
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